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ANALYZING POWER CONSUMPTION IN
MOBILE COMPUTING DEVICES

RELATED APPLICATION

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 13/286,216, filed on Nov. 1, 2011, and entitled
“ANALYZING POWER CONSUMPTION IN MOBILE
COMPUTING DEVICES”, the entirety of which is incorpo-
rated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

Conventionally, in the field of software engineering, little
(if any) attention has been paid to an amount of power that is
consumed by a processing unit that is caused by software
executed by the processing unit. This is because software has
typically been designed for computing devices that have a
constant and in diminishable supply of power (a personal
computer that is plugged in to an electric outlet). With the
explosive growth of smart phones, tablet computing devices,
portable gaming consoles, and other mobile computing
devices, power conservation is becoming increasingly impor-
tant.

Software developers have begun to utilize certain tech-
niques in an effort to conserve battery power of mobile com-
puting devices. For instance, a developer may choose to
employ TCP versus UDP, may configure an application to
close certain sockets immediately upon the sockets no longer
being necessary for execution of the application, or may
configure requests to a remote computing device to be
batched to utilize a wireless chipset as infrequently as pos-
sible. Furthermore, operating systems on mobile computing
devices have been developed to conserve power by causing a
backlight of a display of a mobile computing device to draw
a diminished amount of power after a threshold amount of
time of inactivity has passed.

With the growth of the market in tablets and smart phones,
problems related to energy consumption of processing units
in such devices are increasing. Both end users and developers
are becoming increasingly sensitive to an amount of energy
consumed by individual modules of a mobile computing
device, such as a wireless chipset. Further, end users are
becoming aware of which applications executed on mobile
computing devices cause the battery life of the mobile com-
puting devices to decrease rapidly. Several steps can be under-
taken to reduce an amount of energy consumed by a portable
computing device, including but not limited to turning off a
wireless antenna, dimming the backlight of a display screen,
amongst other techniques. Energy conservation, however,
remains problematic.

SUMMARY

The following is a brief summary of subject matter that is
described in greater detail herein. This summary is not
intended to be limiting as to the scope of the claims.

Described herein are various technologies pertaining to
visualizing, computing, and/or estimating energy consump-
tion of a processing unit in a computing device that is attrib-
utable to a particular module or set of modules that are
executed on the processing unit. The technologies described
herein can be employed in connection with conventional
computing devices, such as desktop computers, servers, or
the like. The technologies described herein, however, are
particularly beneficial in connection with analyzing power
consumption attributable to certain modules that are to be
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executed by a processing unit on a mobile computing device,
such as a smart phone, a tablet computing device, a laptop
computing device, a portable gaming console, or the like.

In a testing environment, energy that is consumed by a
processing unit over time when executing certain modules is
monitored over a window of time, wherein the monitored
amount of energy over the window of time is referred to
herein as a power trace. For instance, a specialized hardware
device can be operably connected to contacts of a battery
retention cavity in a mobile computing device to monitor an
amount of energy consumed by a processing unit of the
mobile computing device over a time window. This moni-
tored amount of energy can be sampled at a selected sampling
rate, such as 5000 samples per second. Simultaneously, an
execution log can be generated that identifies certain modules
executed by the processing unit of the computing device over
time. In an exemplary embodiment, a module may be a
binary, such as an executable file or program. For instance, a
module may be a dynamic link library that is accessed by the
processing unit. In other exemplary embodiments, a module
may be a method that is executed by the processing unit, an
object (in accordance with object oriented programming) that
is accessed by the processing unit, or the like.

The power trace may then be analyzed to locate a plurality
of non-overlapping spikes, wherein a spike is defined as a
window of time that has relatively high energy values therein.
A window of time of a spike can range from a tenth of a
second to several seconds. Further, spikes can be located in
the power trace through an automated analysis (based on
identified parameters) and/or manually identified. For
instance, in an exemplary embodiment, the spikes can be
automatically identified by searching for idle periods in the
power trace (periods where the amount of power consumed
by the processing unit is at a constant floor), and locating
spikes between such idle periods.

The identified spikes and the execution log may then be
aligned with respect to one another in time. Therefore, iden-
tities of modules that are executed by the processing unit
during particular spikes can be ascertained, and such identi-
ties can be assigned to their respective spikes. Other data
pertaining to monitored energy consumption of a spike can
also be computed and assigned to the spike, such as average
power consumption, peak power consumption, and the like.

Subsequent to the spikes in the power trace being identified
and identities of modules executed during the respective
spikes being ascertained, one or more computing operations
can be undertaken over the plurality of spikes to analyze
energy consumed by the processing unit when executing the
modules. Such computing operations can be based at least in
part upon machine learning techniques, supervised and unsu-
pervised. Pursuant to an example, a linear regression algo-
rithm can be executed over the plurality of spikes to estimate
amounts of energy consumed by the processing unit that are
attributable to modules that are active in the identified spikes.
Graphical data may then be presented to an application devel-
oper that is utilizing the identified modules when coding,
wherein the graphical data is indicative of amounts of energy
consumed by such modules. As used herein, the term “graphi-
cal data” is intended to encompass any data that is visually
displayed on a display screen of a computing device. For
example, the graphical data may be a table that includes
identities of modules and corresponding data that is indicative
of' amounts of energies consumed by the processing unit that
are attributable to such modules, a graph, or the like.

In another exemplary embodiment, a decision tree learning
algorithm can be executed over the plurality of spikes to
generate a decision tree. The decision tree comprises a plu-
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rality of nodes, wherein each node has an energy value
assigned thereto and at least one module corresponding
thereto. A root node can represent the collection of modules
included in all considered spikes and an average energy con-
sumed by the processing unit for the considered spike.
Branches exiting the root node indicate presence or absence
of a module or subset of modules from the set of active
modules in the spikes, such that a first child node beneath the
root node corresponds to spikes that include the module or
subset of modules and a second child node beneath the root
node corresponds to spikes that do not include the module or
subset of modules. Accordingly, the decision tree facilitates
graphically depicting, to a developer, modules that are found
to cause the processing unit to consume relatively large
amounts of energy. If a particular module or set up modules is
indicated as causing the processing unit to consume a rela-
tively large amount of energy compared to other modules,
then the developer can infer, for example, that a bug exists
with respect to such module or set of modules.

In still yet another exemplary embodiment, a pattern rec-
ognition algorithm can be executed over the plurality of
spikes to determine, for instance, whether co-occurrence of
certain modules causes the processing unit to consume a
relatively large amount of energy (incommensurate with
amounts of energy consumed by the processor when the
certain modules are not co-occurring). Graphical data can
then be presented to the developer to indicate which modules,
when co-occurring, cause the processing unit to consume a
relatively large amount of energy.

In still yet another exemplary embodiment, one or more
clustering algorithms can be executed over the spikes to clus-
ter similar spikes. The clustering algorithm a can cluster
spikes based at least in part upon the shape of the spikes
(energy consumption shapes). Further, clustering can be
undertaken based at least in part upon identities of modules
existent in spikes. The result of the clustering is a plurality of
clusters of spikes which can be graphically presented to the
developer. The developer (or a computer-executable algo-
rithm) may then review the clusters of spikes to identify
spikes that are substantially different from other spikes
(anomalies). For instance, a spike that cannot be assigned to a
particular cluster may be identified as being an anomaly, and
the developer of the application or operating system can fur-
ther investigate the cause of the anomaly (e.g. a bug in code
developed by the developer). In another example, a cluster
may include a relatively small number of spikes compared to
a number of spikes in other clusters. This indicates that the
spikes assigned to the cluster with a small number of spikes
are anomalous. Still further, other meta-information assigned
to the clusters of spikes can be analyzed to locate anomalies.
For instance, within a relatively large cluster homogeneity of
spikes can be analyzed. For instance, if all spikes except for
one spike include a particular module within a cluster, the
spike that does not include such module can be an anomaly
within the cluster.

In still yet another exemplary embodiment, a computing
operation performed over the plurality of spikes can generate
computer-implemented predictive models that are employed
to predict amounts of power consumed by modules or sets of
modules developed and/or employed by a developer. For
instance, a linear regression model can be learned to predict
which modules or sets of modules will cause a processing unit
to consume a relatively large amount of energy. In another
exemplary embodiment, spikes can be compared for a par-
ticular program or module across time. For instance, if the
spike pattern differs between two separate time ranges (e.g.,
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days or weeks), and especially if additional power is con-
sumed in one or more spikes, it can be inferred that a “power
bug” was introduced.

Other aspects will be appreciated upon reading and under-
standing the attached figures and description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a functional block diagram of an exemplary
system that facilitates characterizing estimating and or pre-
dicting an amount of energy consumed by a processing unit in
a computing device that is attributable to a module executed
by the processing unit.

FIG. 2 illustrates an exemplary power trace.

FIG. 3 illustrates an exemplary spike that is extracted from
a power trace and assigned module identities.

FIG. 4 is an exemplary decision tree that depicts informa-
tion pertaining to an estimated amount of energy consumed
by a processing unit that is attributable to a particular module
or set of modules executed by the processing unit.

FIG. 5 is a flow diagram that illustrates an exemplary
methodology for causing graphical data to be presented to a
developer of an application or operating system responsive to
performing a computing operation on a spike.

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram that illustrates an exemplary
methodology for utilizing machine learning techniques with
respect to a plurality of spikes to generate graphical data that
characterizes energy consumption of a processing unit that is
attributable to a module or set of modules executed by the
processing unit.

FIG. 7 is an exemplary computing system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Various technologies pertaining to analyzing power con-
sumption of a computing device attributable to certain soft-
ware modules will now be described with reference to the
drawings, where like reference numerals represent like ele-
ments throughout. In addition, several functional block dia-
grams of exemplary systems are illustrated and described
herein for purposes of explanation; however, it is to be under-
stood that functionality that is described as being carried out
by certain system components may be performed by multiple
components. Similarly, for instance, a component may be
configured to perform functionality that is described as being
carried out by multiple components. Additionally, as used
herein, the term “exemplary” is intended to mean serving as
anillustration or example of something, and is not intended to
indicate a preference.

As used herein, the terms “component” and “system” are
intended to encompass computer-readable data storage that is
configured with computer-executable instructions that cause
certain functionality to be performed when executed by a
processor. The computer-executable instructions may include
aroutine, a function, or the like. It is also to be understood that
acomponent or system may be localized on a single device or
distributed across several devices.

With reference now to FIG. 1, an exemplary system 100
that facilitates provision of graphical data pertaining to an
amount of energy consumed by a processing unit that is
attributable to one or more software modules executed by the
processing unit is illustrated. As used herein, a module may be
an executable file (a binary), a dynamic linked library, or other
suitable portion of a program. In other embodiments, a mod-
ule may be more granular, such as a method or object (in
conformance with object-oriented programming). The sys-
tem 100 comprises a computing device 102 that comprises a
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processing unit (not shown) that is configured to execute
instructions that are retained in a memory of the computing
device 102. The computing device 102 is shown as being a
mobile computing device. It is to be understood, however,
that the computing device 102 may be any suitable computing
device. Pursuant to a particular example, the computing
device 102 may be a smart phone or a tablet computing
device. In other embodiments, the computing device 102 may
be aportable gaming console, a laptop computing device, etc.

A developer 104 of at least one application or operating
system that is desirably executed on computing devices with
the hardware configuration of the computing device 102 may
desirably be provided with graphical data pertaining to
energy consumed by the processing unit when executing soft-
ware modules utilized in the application or operating system.
Specifically, the developer 104 may desirably receive graphi-
cal data that identifies which modules utilized in the devel-
opment of the application or operating system cause the pro-
cessing unit of the computing device 102 to consume the most
amount of energy. In another example, the developer 104 may
be desirably provided with graphical data pertaining to
whether co-occurrence of specific modules increases or
decreases energy consumed by the processing unit of the
computing device 102 when executing such modules. Fur-
ther, the developer 104 may desirably obtain graphical data
pertaining to characteristic energy shape patterns correspond-
ing to certain modules that are executed by the processing unit
of the computing device 102. In yet another example, the
developer 104 may desirably obtain graphical data that is
indicative of existence of anomalies in a power trace.

The system 100 facilitates provision of such graphical data
amongst other graphical data to the developer 104. The devel-
oper 104 may then utilize such information to modify an
application or operating system developed by the developer
104, to correct bugs with respect to energy consumption
caused by one or more modules utilized by the developer 104
when developing the application or operating system, or the
like.

To facilitate provision of such graphical data to developer
104, the computing device 102 can be configured with appli-
cations and/or operating systems that are desirably subjected
to testing. Real-world usage data with respect to applications
can be collected, and testing can model real-world usage of
the computing device 102. Further, testing can be conducted
to cause idle periods to exist, thereby aiding in identifying
when the processing unit of the computing device 102 is most
active.

The system 100 comprises a power monitor component
106 that monitors an amount of electric power consumed by
the processing unit of the computing device 102 over a par-
ticular window of time. In an exemplary embodiment, when
the computing device 102 is tested for power consumption, a
recent build of an application or operating system is loaded
onto the computing device 102 (based upon operations that
are desirably tested). A number of tests can be run repeatedly
on the computing device 102 for some set period of time. In
accordance with an example, the power monitor 106 can be
specialized hardware that is placed in electrical connection
with, for instance, battery contacts of the computing device
102. The power monitor 106 is then configured to monitor
power draw of the computing device 102 at some set sampling
rate (e.g. 5000 samples per second). It is to be understood,
however, that the power monitor 106 may be internal to the
computing device 102.

The system 100 further comprises a data store 108, wherein
the data store 108 is in operable communication with the
power monitor 106. The record of amount of electric power
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6

consumed by the computing device 102 over time is referred
to herein as a power trace 110, which can be retained in the
data store 108. Referring briefly to FIG. 2, an exemplary
power trace 200 is shown, wherein the power trace 200 is
amounts of energy sampled by the power monitor 106 over a
window of time.

Returning to FIG. 1, the system 100 further comprises an
execution monitor component 112 that is configured to output
an execution log of software modules executed by the pro-
cessing unit of the computing device 102 over the window of
time that corresponds to the power trace 110. While shown as
being external to the computing device 102, it is to be under-
stood that in an exemplary embodiment the execution moni-
tor component 112 may be internal to the computing device
102. A resulting execution log 114 can be retained in the data
store 108. In an exemplary embodiment, a module monitored
by the execution monitor component 112 may be a thread of
execution corresponding to an application, and the execution
monitor component 112 can record time for an active thread
in the application or operating system at each context switch
as well as whenever a thread is started or dies. Modules active
atany given point in time are indicative of a type of operation
occurring on the computing device 102. For instance, there
may be active modules for Wi-Fi operations or HTML ren-
dering; accordingly, the execution log 114 can include the
sequence of context switches with accompanying time and
lists of active modules.

Further, as mentioned above, the analysis may desirably be
directed solely to power consumed by the processing unit of
the computing device 102, and not electric power consumed
by a screen of the computing device 102 or a graphical pro-
cessing unit (GPU) of the computing device 102. There are
generally two sources of power usage which are largely inde-
pendent of the processing unit of the computing device 102.
The first is the cellular chipset, which is responsible for main-
taining contact with cellular towers as well as making and
receiving calls, which runs on its own firmware. The second is
the GPU, which provides hardware acceleration capabilities.
Because the power monitor 106 may be configured to mea-
sure aggregate power usage on the device, the chipset and
GPU may introduce a relatively small amount of noise to the
analysis of power usage by the processing unit. This noise can
be mitigated in at least three different ways. First, calls may
not be made or received while recording power usage and
code execution. While a cellular chipset may contact a nearest
tower every few seconds, such operation is consistent both in
terms of power draw and timing. Further, location of the
computing device 102 is static during testing, such that dis-
tance to cell towers (and thus power used to make contact with
the cell towers) can remain constant. This allows for removal
of power spikes in the power trace that occur as a result of a
cellular heartbeat. Second, although the code executing on the
core of the GPU is not recorded, the content of the display of
the computing device is generally indicative of operations
being performed, and therefore code executing on the pro-
cessing unit of the computing device 102. Therefore, power
usage resulting from GPU activity should not introduce any
bias. Moreover, power traces can be collected from relatively
long sessions with different computing device usage sce-
narios, each executed a large number of times. Therefore, it
can be expected that a large number of samples will provide a
signal that is robust to any noise introduced by other sources
of power used on the computing device 102.

The system 100 additionally comprises a spike identifier
component 116 that is configured to identify spikes in the
power trace 110 and store identified spikes 118 in the data
store 108. As computing devices, including mobile comput-
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ing devices, optimize for power consumption, the power trace
110 will include periods of time of relative inactivity (low
power use) punctuated by relatively brief periods of time of
high activity (high power use). These periods of high activity
can be referred to as spikes, and can be automatically identi-
fied by the spike identifier component 116. It can be noted that
within any identified spike, there may be fluctuations in
power consumption. Duration of a spike identified by the
spike identifier component 116 can range from, for instance,
Y10 of a second to several seconds. Any suitable algorithm can
be employed by the spike identifier component 116 when
automatically identifying the spikes 118 in the power trace
110. Furthermore, the developer 104 or other individual may
manually identify the spikes 118 in the power trace 110.

An aligner component 120 can access the data store 108
and align the identified spikes 118 with the execution log 114
in time. In an example, the power monitor 106 can be an
external hardware component that is configured to monitor
electric power drawn by the processing unit of the computing
device 102, while the execution monitor component 112 can
be a computer-executable algorithm that is executing within
the computing device 102. Therefore, a clock associated with
the power monitor 106 may be out of synchronization with a
clock utilized in the computing device 102 to generate the
execution log 114. The aligner component 120 can align the
spikes 118 with the execution log 114 by searching for certain
indicators in the spikes and the execution log 114. For
instance, if the computing device 102 is a mobile telephone,
then as mentioned above the mobile telephone will periodi-
cally transmit signals to nearby cell towers. Spikes that cor-
respond to the mobile telephone contacting cell towers are
identified by locating a set of sample energies in the power
trace 110 that occur at regular intervals, occur over the same
or substantially similar amounts of time, and draw the same or
substantially similar amounts of power. These identified
spikes can be removed from the spikes 118, and the aligner
component 120 can align the execution log 114 with the
remaining spikes 118 based upon time intervals between
spikes in the spikes 110 and context switches in the execution
log 114. In an example, if there is a period of 3 minutes with
no context switches or code execution in the execution log
114 and a period of 3 minutes of low power usage between a
set of spikes, then these corresponding points in time can be
used as anchors by the aligner component 120 to align the
execution log 114 with the spikes 118. While the aligner
component 120 has been described as automatically aligning
the spikes 118 with the execution log 114, it is to be under-
stood that the spikes 118 and the execution log 114 can be
aligned manually, for example by the developer 104. Further,
the aligner component 120 can align the execution log 114
with the power trace 110 prior to the spikes 118 being iden-
tified.

Subsequent to the spikes 118 in the power trace 110 being
identified and aligned with the execution log 114, the spike
identifier component 116 can assign other data to the spikes
118. This other data may include, for instance, for each
respective spike, a unique identifier, a start time and end time
for each spike, wherein the spikes are non-overlapping, a
duration of each spike, a floor power (in mW) for each spike,
an average power (in mW) for each spike, a peak power (in
mW) for each spike, a total amount of electric power con-
sumed by the processing unit during a spike for each spike (in
mW hours), and identities of modules active in the execution
log 114 during the time window of the spike. In other words,
each spike in the spikes 118 will include sample amounts of
electric power utilized by the processing unit of the comput-
ing device 102, wherein the computing device 102 has a
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particular hardware configuration and wherein the spike is
confined to a particular window of time. Each spike further
includes identities of modules that are active (executed by the
processing unit in the computing device 102) within the
defined window of time for the spike.

With reference briefly to FIG. 3, an exemplary spike 300 is
illustrated. The spike 300 is confined to a time window
between times to and time ti. As shown, the spike 300 is
assigned a spike ID, a start time, an end time, a duration, a
power floor, an average power, a peak power, a total amount
of electric power, and identities of modules active (executed
by the processing unit) within the time window between times
to and time ti. In the exemplary spike 300 shown in FIG. 3,
module one, module two, and module three are the active
modules during the spike 300. It is to be understood that a
spike may include more or less data than what is shown as
being included in the spike 300. For instance, a spike may
only include identities of active modules and values of sample
energy usage by the processing unit of the computing device
102.

While the spike 300 is illustrated as being a portion of a
power trace over a time range, other scenarios are also con-
templated. For instance, power consumption can be moni-
tored with respect to other parameters/scenarios. In an
example, a “scenario” may refer to actions of opening a file,
writing into the file, and closing the file. A spike can represent
power consumption over such scenario. For instance, such
scenario (open file, write into file, close the file) can be under-
taken for two separate mobile computing devices, and the
power consumption during the scenario can be compared
with respect to the two separate mobile computing devices.

Returning again to FIG. 1, the system 100 additionally
comprises a receiver component 122 that is configured to
receive the spikes 118 from the data store 108. A character-
ization component 124 is in communication with the receiver
component 122, wherein the characterization component 124
performs at least one computing operation over the plurality
of'spikes 118 to provide the developer 104 with graphical data
on a display screen 126 that is indicative of an amount of
electric power consumed by the processing unit of the com-
puting device 102 that is attributable to at least one of the
modules executed by the processing unit during testing. For
instance, the graphical data displayed on the display screen
126 by the characterization component 124 can be indicative
of which modules executed by the processing unit of the
computing device 102 consume the most electric power,
whether co-occurrence of specific modules increases or
decreases power consumption by the processing unit of the
computing device 102, which energy shape patterns are char-
acteristic of certain modules executed by the processing unit
of the computing device 102, and/or whether there are any
anomalies in the power trace 110. Examples of different types
of graphical data that can be caused to be displayed on the
display screen 126 to the developer 104 are set forth below.

In an exemplary embodiment, the characterization compo-
nent 124 can comprise a linear regression component 128 that
performs a linear regression analysis on the plurality of spikes
118 to generate the graphical data that is displayed on the
display screen 126 to the developer 104. In this example, such
graphical data can include, for each module identified in the
spikes 118, data that is indicative of an amount of electric
power consumed by the processing unit that is attributable to
the respective modules. With more specificity, power con-
sumption in the spikes 118 is not linked to individual modules
inthe spikes 118, but is instead link to a set of modules that are
active during the window of time corresponding to the spikes.
To isolate energy consumption attributable to an individual
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module, regression analysis can be employed by the linear
regression component 128. In an example, input data pro-
vided to the linear regression component 128 can have the
following form:

Spike Avg.

D Module 1 Module 2 Module 3 . Module N Power

ID1 1 0 0 S 0 Power 1

ID 2 0 0 0 Ce 1 Power 2 10
ID3 0 0 0 S 1 Power 3

IDM 0 1 1 S 0 Power M

15

Accordingly, each spike has a unique spike identifier fol-
lowed by flags to indicate the presence or absence of modules
in the spike (0 for absence, 1 for presence) and average power
consumption for the respective spike. In another embodi-
ment, input data can include data that is representative of
frequency of usage, such as time (s) that a module is
employed, a number of times the module is employed, nor-
malized data pertaining to a module, or the like.

An example pertaining to linear regression analysis is pro-
vided herein; it is to be understood, however, that other
regression models can be employed to analyze spikes. With
linear regression analysis, relationship between the average
energy consumption y of a spike and the presence of indi-
vidual modules (denoted by dummy variables x,,) can be

modeled for a particular module m as follows: 30

Y=BotP ¥ +Bo%ot - . s

Informally, if a module m is present (x,,~1), it contributes f3,,
to the estimated energy consumption.
Table 1 below illustrates an example of a regression model: 35

TABLE 1

Factor Estimate f;

(Intercept) 297.053 40
Module 1 608.625

Module 2 421.397

Module 3 264.602

Module 4 252.904

Module 5 192.448

Module 6 118.889 45
Module 7 -33.156

Module 8 -42.860

Module 9 -88.667

Module 10 -137.778

Module 11 -139.671

Module 12 -183.723 50
Module 13 -292.122

Module 14 -329.861

In this example, when Module 1 alone is present and all
other modules (Modules 2-14) are absent, an estimated total
power consumed by the processing unit is 297+608 (the esti-
mated intercept plus power consumption of the processing
unit attributable to Module 1). If both Module 1 and Module
2 are present, and all other modules are absent, then power
estimated to be consumed by the processing unit is 297+608+
421. If only Module 2 is present and all other modules are
absent, then the power estimated to be consumed by the
processing unit is 297+421 (and so forth). Accordingly, the
coefficients illustrate that the modules Module 1 (estimated
608 mW) and Module 2 (estimated 421 mW) are associated
with high power consumption in spikes. The modules that are
associated with spikes with low average power consumption
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have negative coefficients. The estimated power consumption
output by the linear regression component 128 can allow
engineers to better understand which modules are likely cor-
related with high or low power consumption. Accordingly,
the linear regression component 128 can present a table, such
as the table shown in Table 1, to the developer 104 on the
display screen 126. The developer 104 may then make design
decisions for an application or operating system based at least
in part upon the energy consumption data presented on the
display screen 126. The utilization of linear regression set
forth above is intended to be non-limiting, as other tech-
niques, including decision trees, support vector machines,
and the like can be employed to estimate power consumption
attributable to certain modules.

In another exemplary embodiment, the characterization
component 124 may comprise a decision tree component 130
that receives the plurality of spikes 118 and learns a decision
tree based at least in part upon power values of spikes and
modules active during the spikes. The decision tree computed
by the decision tree component 130 includes nodes that are
indicative of an amount of energy consumed by the process-
ing unit attributable to at least one module identified in at least
one of the spikes. The computed decision tree may then be
caused to be graphically displayed to the developer 104 on the
display screen 126.

Referring briefly to FIG. 4, an exemplary decision tree 400
that can be computed by the decision tree component 130 is
illustrated. The decision tree 400 models influence of mod-
ules on average power consumption of the processing unit
evidenced in the spikes. In an example, inner nodes in the
decision tree 400 computed by the decision tree component
130 can indicate presence/absence of certain modules, and
each node can comprise the average energy consumption
spikes that do and do not include specific modules as defined
by the path to the root node. For instance, the decision tree 400
may include a root node 402, internal nodes 404 and 406, and
leaf nodes 408, 410, 412, and 414. The decision tree 400
additionally comprises a plurality of branches 416-426,
where a branch is indicates presence or absence of a module.
Exemplary decision tree 400 is a decision tree that represents
843 spikes within a power trace. The root node 402 indicates
the number of spikes considered in the power trace as well as
an average energy consumption for all spikes (112.1 mW).
This is shown in the root node 402 on the first level of the
decision tree 400.

The tree is split based on presence of Module 1. For the 814
spikes that do not include Module 1, the average energy
consumption is 92.5 mW (as shown in the inner node 404).
For the 29 spikes that include Module 1, however, the average
energy consumption increases six times to 664.6 mW. This
indicates that Module 1 may cause the processing unit to
consume a relatively large amount of electric power when
executing Module 1 relative to executing other modules iden-
tified in the spikes. In the second level, the absence of Module
2 is shown to increase energy consumption by a factor of 4 as
can be ascertained by comparing the power consumption
shown in the inner node 406 with the power consumption
shown in the leaf node 410 on the 3rd level. The presence of
Module 3 increases energy consumption by a factor of 3 as
shown by comparing the energy consumption assigned to the
leaf node 412 with the energy consumption assigned to the
leaf node 414. The decision tree component 130 can cause a
regression tree such as the regression tree 400 depicted in
FIG. 4 to be displayed on the display screen 126 to the
developer 104.

Referring again to FIG. 1, it is to be understood that the
linear regression component 128 and the decision tree com-
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ponent 130 employ supervised learning techniques in con-
nection with generating the graphical data that is displayed on
the display screen 126. The characterization component 124
may also be configured to utilize unsupervised learning tech-
niques to provide graphical data to the developer 104 on the
display screen 126. Specifically, in an exemplary embodi-
ment, the characterization component 124 can include a pat-
tern recognizer component 132 that analyzes the plurality of
spikes and outputs data that indicates whether co-occurrence
of certain modules causes the processing unit of the comput-
ing device 102 to consume an amount of energy that is not
commensurate with the amount of energy consumed by the
processing unit when such modules are not co-occurring.
Pursuant to a particular example, the pattern recognizer com-
ponent 132 may be or include a frequent pattern mining
algorithm and/or a statistical significance testing algorithm.
In an exemplary embodiment, the spikes 118 can be split into
2 groups by the pattern recognizer component 132: a first
group that includes a top threshold percentage of spikes with
the highest average power consumption (e.g., 10%); and a
second group that contains the remaining spikes (e.g., 90%).
For each pair p of modules, the frequency in the first group
and the frequency in the second group is counted. The result
is a contingency table, an example of which is set forth below:

TABLE 2

Does contain p Does not contain p

First Group A C
Second Group B D

10%
90%

For each pair p=(m,, m,), a likelihood that spikes which
include p are part of the first group are computed:

P(Highlcontains p)=4/(4+B).

Fisher exact value tests can then be employed to compare
P(Highlcontains p) with the likelihood that spikes which do
not include p are part of the first group, P(Highldoes not
contain p)=C/(C+D), and the likelihoods that spikes which
include the individual modules m, and m, are part of the first
group, P(High contains m, ) and P(Highlcontains m,) respec-
tively. The pattern recognizer component 132 can output
graphical data that identifies pairs of modules that cause the
processing unit of the computing device 102 to consume an
inordinate amount of power when such modules are co-oc-
curring.

The characterization component 124, in another exemplary
embodiment, may include a cluster component 134 that clus-
ter spikes in the plurality of spikes 118 into a plurality of
different clusters. The cluster component 134 may then cause
graphical data to be displayed on the display screen 126 that
is representative of different clusters in the plurality of clus-
ters. The cluster component 134 can perform clustering uti-
lizing any suitable clustering algorithm and may cluster
spikes as a function of energy shape patterns of spikes, iden-
tities of modules in spikes, or other parameters. The clusters
output by the cluster component 134 can provide the devel-
oper 104 with an indication of what the characteristic energy
shape patterns are for modules or sets of modules.

With more particularity, the power trace 110 may include
hundreds or even thousands of spikes which may all have
relatively similar shapes. The cluster component 134 can
cluster spikes based on shape, thereby allowing the developer
104 to identify characteristic shape patterns and reduce a
number of spikes in the power trace 110 that need to be
investigated by the developer 104. Thus, rather than review-
ing all the spikes 118, the developer 104 can focus on a
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relatively small number of clusters (typically 10 to 20), each
corresponding to a characteristic shape pattern with a list of
associated spikes. Meta information may also be rolled up
into a cluster by the cluster component 134 for each cluster of
spikes, such as lengths of spikes in a cluster, modules active in
spikes in the cluster, etc. The developer 104 can choose a
variety of different input data for clustering. For instance, all
spikes in a power trace can be clustered or a subset of the
spikes in the power trace 110 may be clustered (e.g. spikes
that include a specified module or set of modules).

In an exemplary embodiment, the cluster component 134
may include an algorithm that computes distance between
two spikes. For instance, the algorithm can be the Kullback-
Leibler divergence algorithm. In another exemplary embodi-
ment, to reduce the computational cost of comparing all
spikes, spikes can be selectively distributed across a particu-
lar number of buckets, and the average energy consumption
can be calculated for each bucket. The Kullback-Leibler
divergence may then be computed by the cluster component
134 across the buckets for each pair of spikes. The result of
this computation is a distance matrix D, where a cell value d
corresponds to the distance between spike x and spike y.

The cluster component 134, in an exemplary embodiment,
may utilize a hierarchical clustering method. For instance,
initially each spike can be assigned to its own cluster. At each
stage, two most similar clusters can be joined iteratively until
there is a single cluster. A result of such hierarchical cluster-
ing is a tree diagram of clusters referred to as a dendrogram
that indicates the join order. The tree can then be cut into a
certain number of clusters.

In still yet another exemplary embodiment, rather than
treating the spikes 118 as time-series data, such spikes can be
described with feature vectors that include features such as
number and position of peaks in the spikes. In yet another
example, dynamic time warping can be employed, wherein
dynamic time warping is an algorithm that is frequently used
in speech recognition for measuring similarity between two
sequences which may vary in time or speed. Other alterna-
tives for clustering are, for instance, K means and model-
based approaches.

The graphical data pertaining to clusters presented to the
developer 104 on the display screen 126 can allow the devel-
oper 104 to identify anomalous spikes in the power trace 110.
Additionally or alternatively, the characterization component
124 can comprise an anomaly identifier component 136 that
analyzes clusters output by the cluster component 134 and
automatically identifies anomalous spikes. An exemplary
mechanism to automatically identify anomalies in power
traces it to search for extreme coefficients in regression mod-
els or for extreme splits. Another technique is to employ the
clustering of spikes. An underlying assumption can be that
spikes with similar shapes also share similar behavior. Given
such assumption, various types of anomalies can be identified
based on clustering approaches. For instance, clusters that
have only a few spikes are candidates for being anomalies,
where a cluster and all its spikes can be labeled as anomalous.
In contrast, large clusters are likely not to be anomalous.
Further, individual spikes that do not fit into any cluster can be
candidates for being anomalies. In yet another example,
within a large cluster homogeneity of spikes can be analyzed.
For instance, if the cluster component 134 clusters based on
shape of spikes, such that within a cluster shapes are expected
to be similar, to locate anomalies within clusters additional
meta-information can be compared, such as identities of mod-
ules in the spikes, average and peak power consumption of
spikes, and duration of spikes. For instance, if all spikes in a
cluster except for one spike include a particular module, such
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spike that does not include the module can be labeled as
anomalous. Again, such analysis can be undertaken manually
by the developer 104 or automatically by the anomaly iden-
tifier component 136.

The description of the system 100 has been described with
respect to testing currently developed software; it is to be
understood that portions of the system 100 may be utilized in
connection with predictive analysis—that is, the power trace
110 and the execution log 114 have been described as being
generated based upon frequent tests over the duration of a
relatively long period of time (12 hours). In other words, the
system 100 has been described as identifying modules in
developed software and/or operating systems that may cause
a processing unit of a computing device to consume large
amounts of electrical power. It is to be understood, however,
that such information can be employed in a predictive setting
such that the developer 104 can submit code or a portion of
code to a predictive component that outputs predictions based
upon the linear regression model described above, so long as
the linear regression model has contemplated modules that
are in the code set forth by the developer 104.

With reference now to FIGS. 5-6, various exemplary meth-
odologies are illustrated and described. While the methodolo-
gies are described as being a series of acts that are performed
in a sequence, it is to be understood that the methodologies
are not limited by the order of the sequence. For instance,
some acts may occur in a different order than what is
described herein. In addition, an act may occur concurrently
with another act. Furthermore, in some instances, not all acts
may be required to implement a methodology described
herein.

Moreover, the acts described herein may be computer-
executable instructions that can be implemented by one or
more processors and/or stored on a computer-readable
medium or media. The computer-executable instructions may
include a routine, a sub-routine, programs, a thread of execu-
tion, and/or the like. Still further, results of acts of the meth-
odologies may be stored in a computer-readable medium,
displayed on a display device, and/or the like. The computer-
readable medium may be any suitable computer-readable
storage device, such as memory, hard drive, CD, DVD, flash
drive, or the like. As used herein, the term “computer-read-
able medium” is not intended to encompass a propagated
signal.

Referring now to FIG. 5, an exemplary methodology 500
that facilitates the output of graphical data pertaining to elec-
tric power consumption of a processing unit that is attribut-
able to a certain module is illustrated. The methodology 500
starts at 502, and at 504 a spike is retrieved from a data
repository on a computing device. As described above, a spike
is a collection of time-series data over a defined window of
time and comprises an amount of electric power utilized by a
processing unit in a mobile computing device with a particu-
lar hardware configuration at a plurality of time intervals in
the window oftime, as well as identities of modules executed
by the processing unit in the mobile computing device within
the defined window of time. The aforementioned data reposi-
tory may include a plurality of spikes which have been
extracted from a power trace.

At 506, at least one computing operation is performed on
the spike. For instance, the computing operation may be a
clustering operation that clusters spikes in the data repository
into a plurality of different clusters. In another example, the at
least one computing operation may be a linear regression
operation that facilitates computing estimates of energy con-
sumed by the processing unit when executing modules iden-
tified in the spike. In still yet another example, the computing
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operation may be learning a decision tree that is indicative of
energy consumed by the processing unit that is attributable to
various modules.

At 508, graphical data is automatically caused to be pre-
sented to a developer of an application or operating system
responsive to performing the at least one computing operation
on the spike. For instance, the graphical data can be indicative
of power caused to be consumed by the processing unit when
executing the at least one module. In another example, the
graphical data can be a graphical depiction of clusters set
forth to the developer to indicate characteristic power shape
patterns corresponding to modules or sets of modules.

Now referring to FIG. 6, an exemplary methodology 600
that facilitates generating graphical data that is indicative of
an amount of energy consumed by a processing unit that is
attributable to a particular executable module is illustrated.
The methodology 600 starts at 602, and at 604 a power trace
of'a processing unit in a mobile computing device is received.
As described above, the power trace comprises sampled
energy consumption by the processing unit over a first win-
dow of time.

At 606, an execution log that identifies modules executed
by the processing unit during the power trace (during the first
window oftime) is received. At 608, the power trace is aligned
with the execution log with respect to time.

At 610, a plurality of non-overlapping spikes are identified
in the power trace. The spike comprise energy consumed by
the processing unit over sampling intervals, wherein the spike
is confined to a second window of time that is less than the
first window of time. At 612, identities of modules executed
by the processing unit during respective spikes are assigned to
spikes based at least in part upon the aligning of the power
trace with the execution log. At 614, one of a supervised
machine learning algorithm or an unsupervised machine
learning algorithm is executed on the plurality of spikes to
generate graphical data that indicates to a developer a char-
acterization of electric power consumption that can be attrib-
uted to amodule or set of modules identified in the at least one
spike. The methodology 600 completes at 616.

Now referring to FIG. 7, a high-level illustration of an
exemplary computing device 700 that can be used in accor-
dance with the systems and methodologies disclosed herein is
illustrated. For instance, the computing device 700 may be
used in a system that supports generating graphical data for
presentment to a developer of an application or operating
system. In another example, at least a portion of the comput-
ing device 700 may be used in a system that supports gener-
ating an execution log. The computing device 700 includes at
least one processor 702 that executes instructions that are
stored in a memory 704. The memory 704 may be or include
RAM, ROM, EEPROM, Flash memory, or other suitable
memory. The instructions may be, for instance, instructions
for implementing functionality described as being carried out
by one or more components discussed above or instructions
for implementing one or more of the methods described
above. In a mobile phone, for instance, the instructions
executing on the processor 702 may cause other functionality
on the phone to execute, such as GPS sensors, vibration,
reading of accelerometers, or transmittal of data via a wireless
or cellular connection. The processor 702 may access the
memory 704 by way of a system bus 706. In addition to
storing executable instructions, the memory 704 may also
store clusters, power traces, execution logs, etc.

The computing device 700 additionally includes a data
store 708 that is accessible by the processor 702 by way of the
system bus 706. The data store may be or include any suitable
computer-readable storage, including a hard disk, memory,
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etc. The data store 708 may include executable instructions,
execution logs, power traces, identified spikes, etc. The com-
puting device 700 also includes an input interface 710 that
allows external devices to communicate with the computing
device 700. For instance, the input interface 710 may be used
to receive instructions from an external computer device, a
user, etc. The computing device 700 also includes an output
interface 712 that interfaces the computing device 700 with
one or more external devices. For example, the computing

device 700 may display text, images, etc. by way of the output 10

interface 712.

Additionally, while illustrated as a single system, it is to be
understood that the computing device 700 may be a distrib-
uted system. Thus, for instance, several devices may be in
communication by way of a network connection and may
collectively perform tasks described as being performed by
the computing device 700.

It is noted that several examples have been provided for
purposes of explanation. These examples are not to be con-
strued as limiting the hereto-appended claims. Additionally, it
may be recognized that the examples provided herein may be
permutated while still falling under the scope of the claims.

What is claimed is:
1. A method executed by a computing device, the method
comprising:
receiving a first estimate, the first estimate being an esti-
mate of an amount of power consumed by a processor
when the processor executes at least two modules con-
currently;
receiving a second estimate, the second estimate being an
estimate of an amount of power consumed by the pro-
cessor when the processor executes a first module in the
at least two modules independently from a second mod-
ule in the at least two modules;
receiving a third estimate, the third estimate being an esti-
mate of an amount of power consumed by the processor
when the processor executes the second module inde-
pendently from the first module;
based upon the first estimate, the second estimate, and the
third estimate, identifying that the least two modules,
when the processor concurrently executes the at least
two modules, cause the processor to consume an amount
of energy that is larger than an aggregate of amounts of
energies caused to be consumed by the processor when
the processor executes the at least two modules sepa-
rately; and
presenting graphical data on a display that indicates that
the processor is caused to consume more energy when
the processor concurrently executes the at least two
modules compared to when the processor executes the at
least two modules separately.
2. The method of claim 1, the processor being a mobile
device processor.
3. The method of claim 2, the mobile device being a tele-
phone.
4. The method of claim 1, wherein identifying the at least
two modules comprises:
analyzing at least one power trace, the at least one power
trace comprises amounts of energy consumed by the
processor with respect to time over a window of time,
wherein the at least two modules are identified based
upon the amounts of energy consumed by the processor
with respect to time over the window oftime indicated in
the at least one power trace.
5. The method of claim 4, wherein identifying the at least
two modules comprises:
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analyzing an execution log, the execution log identifies
modules executed by the processor with respect to time
over the window of time, wherein the at least two mod-
ules are identified based upon amounts of power in the
power trace at times when the execution log indicates
that at least one of the at least two modules was executed
by the processor.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein identifying the at least
two modules comprises:

accessing a spike that is retained in a data repository, the

spike being time-series data over a defined window of

time, the spike comprising:

an amount of electric power utilized by the processor at
a plurality of time intervals in the defined window of
time; and

identities of modules executed by the processor within
the defined window of time; and

performing at least one computing operation on the spike,

wherein the at least two modules are identified based
upon the performing ofthe at least one computing opera-
tion on the spike.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the at least one comput-
ing operation is a clustering operation that clusters spikes
retained in the data repository, the at least two modules iden-
tified based upon clustering of the spikes into several clusters.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the clustering operation
clusters spikes based upon at least one of:

shape of the spikes;

identities of modules assigned to the spikes;

duration of the spikes; or

average power consumption indicated in the spikes.

9. The method of claim 6, wherein the at least one comput-
ing operation comprises computing estimates of energy con-
sumed by the processor when executing modules identified in
the spike by way of regression analysis.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one com-
puting operation comprises learning a decision tree that is
indicative of energy consumed by the processor that is attrib-
utable to various modules.

11. The method of claim 10, wherein the decision tree
comprises a plurality of nodes, wherein each node is assigned
a value that is indicative of an average amount of energy
consumed by the processing unit when subsets of modules
assigned to nodes are considered.

12. The method of claim 1, the graphical data comprises a
table that indicates amounts of energy consumed by the pro-
cessor that are attributable to the at least two modules when
executed separately by the processor and the amount of
energy consumed by the processor that is attributable to the at
least two modules when executed concurrently by the proces-
SOf.

13. The method of claim 1, the at least two modules being
modules of an operation system of a mobile computing
device.

14. A system comprising:

at least one processor; and

memory that stores instructions that, when executed by the

at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to
perform acts comprising:
receiving data that is indicative of:
power consumed by a processor over a window of
time; and
identities of modules executed by the processor over
the window of time; and
based upon the data, generating an estimate of an
amount of power consumed by the processor that is
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attributable to at least two modules in the modules
when the processor executes the at least two modules
concurrently; and

based upon the estimate, outputting graphical data on a
display that indicates that the at least two modules
cause the processor to consume more power when the
processor concurrently executes the at least two mod-
ules compared to aggregates of amounts of power
when the processor executes the at least two modules
separately.

15. The system of claim 14, the processor being for a
mobile telephone.

16. The system of claim 15, the modules being for an
operating system of the mobile telephone.

17. The system of claim 15, the data comprising a plurality
of spikes, each spike confined to a different time window in
the window of time, each spike comprising:

amounts of electric power consumed by the processor over

sampling intervals in a time window of a spike; and
identities of modules executed by the processor in the time
window of the spike.

18. The system of claim 17, wherein generating the esti-
mate comprises executing a pattern recognition algorithm
over the plurality of spikes and identifying a pattern therein
based upon the pattern recognition algorithm, the estimate is
generated based upon the pattern.

19. A computer-readable storage device comprising
instructions that, when executed by at least one processor,
cause the at least one processor to perform acts comprising:

generating an estimate of an amount of power consumed by

a processor that is attributable to at least two modules
when the processor concurrently executes the at least
two modules;
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generating estimates of amounts of power consumed by the
processor that are respectively attributable to each mod-
ule in the at least two modules when the processor
executes each module separately; and

based upon the estimate and the estimates, identifying that
the at least two modules cause the processor to consume
more power when the processor concurrently executes
the at least two modules compared to an aggregate of the
amounts of power consumed by the processor when the
processor executes each module separately.

20. The computer-readable storage device of claim 19,
wherein identifying that the at least two modules cause the
processor to consume more power when the processor con-
currently executes the at least two modules compared to the
aggregate of the amounts of power consumed by the proces-
sor when the processor executes each module separately com-
prises:

analyzing a power trace, the power trace comprises

amounts of energy consumed by the processor with
respect to time over a window of time, wherein the at
least two modules are identified as causing the processor
to consume more power when the processor concur-
rently executes the at least two modules compared to the
aggregate of the amounts of power consumed by the
processor when the processor executes each module
separately based upon the amounts of energy consumed
by the processor with respect to time over the window of
time indicated in the power trace.
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